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RENTALS &  

RESERVATIONS 

If you would like to reserve 
or rent a ROOM in the 
church (for Bible studies, 
events, weddings, etc.) or 
rent the gym,  please      
contact the church office at 
(308)234-2311 or 
LReed@kearneyfb.org .  
New rental forms will be 
required for reservations in 
2025.  These forms are    
available through the 
church office. Please NOTE 
the facility use reservations 
are visible on the calendar 
via the church website. 
Please double check your 
reservations on that calen-
dar. 
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“Seek Ye First” 

It’s hard to believe that in less that one week Christmas will be 
over, and a new year will be upon us.  It is common at this time of 
year to reflect on and evaluate our plans and priorities.  Many of us 
will choose to make New Year’s Resolutions in the coming weeks.  
There is something about starting something new and fresh that 
causes us to consider what changes need to be made in our lives.  
This is a good thing!  But sometimes when pursuing a “good 
thing” we can overlook the “greater thing.”  Don’t get me wrong.  
Some of us need to make our health a priority this year.  Others of 
us really need to reconsider how we are spending our time and 
money.  We should constantly be monitoring and working on 
these areas of our life.   But can I suggest we don’t get sucked into 
the temptation of making these sorts of things our primary focus 
for 2025?  What if instead we took Jesus’ advice and made the Fa-
ther’s Kingdom and His righteousness our primary focus for this 
next year.  In Matthew 6 Jesus talks about the daily issues of life 
and our priorities.  He acknowledges the very real temptation we 
feel to become distracted by earthly things.  He acknowledges our 
heart’s tendency to worry.  And what is His answer to all of it?  Es-
sentially, he instructs us to fix our focus on our Heavenly Father.  
To pursue Him first and above all things.  Then, all the other things 
will fall into place. (Matt. 6:33).  What a clear, direct, and helpful 
truth to help us think about how we prioritize and order our lives.  
May this truth guide our thinking as we move into a new year.  
And may God’s richest blessings accompany you and your family 
as you seek to live for Him in 2025! 

 

  

   

~ Pastor Jason 

mailto:LReed@kearneyfb.org
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As we come to the close of 2024 First Baptist has continued to be blessed with many faithful givers and are 
on track to meet our financial needs.   The attached graphic shows that to meet our giving goal of $1,153,780 
for 2024, we need approximately $65,000 of additional giving.  Prayerfully consider how you can have a part 
in meeting First Baptist financial goal for 2024.   
 
At the December 8 Congregational meeting, the congregation approved it’s 2025 budget.   The attached 
graphic shows the breakout of expenses for 2025.   Overall, the budget will increase by 5.8% over the prior 
year.  There are three significant areas the make up the church budget: 
 
Personnel expenses which make up 52% of the budget.   This approved budget includes the addition of a full
-time Facility Maintenance Manager.   
 
The church mortgage makes up 19% of the budget and was recently refinanced with Bruning Bank.  The 
2025 payments will be $242,000 resulting in annual savings of $22,000.  Additionally, $430,000 of savings 
was used to pay our mortgage down to $2,300,000. 
 
Care of our Church Home makes up 18% of our budget and these funds are used to pay utilities, makes re-
pairs and keep the church property in good condition.   
 
As we begin the new year, prayerfully consider how you can financially support First Baptists ministry.   In I 
Corinthians 16:1-2, Paul reminds us with the following – “Now regarding your question about the money be-
ing collected for God’s people in Jerusalem. You should follow the same procedure I gave to the churches in 
Galatia. On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money you have earned. 
Don’t wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once.” As we move into a new year, remember 
those words of Paul, he wants each of us as believers to consistently and on a regular basis to support the 
work of the church.    
 
Finally on December 8, there will be a congregational meeting to present and approve the 2025 budget.   
Please plan to attend and participate in this meeting.    

  

NOTES FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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Pastor Jason’s  

Book Recommendation 

Suffering: Gospel Hope When 
Life Doesn't Make Sense 

By Paul David Tripp 
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JOIN US FOR GIRLS’ CRAFT NIGHT!  

Our next monthly Girls’ Craft Nights, for girls Kindergarten through 6th grade, will be Friday,  

       January 10th, from 6pm—8pm.  

In addition to a fun craft, the girls will have pizza and cookies.  

Please register at kearneyfb.org/kids no later than  Wednesday, January 8th so the leaders can       
purchase supplies. 

  

250 shoeboxes collected 
at Kearney First Baptist!!      
With each box             
potentially reaching 7-
10 people with the    
gospel for the first time, 
that’s 2,500 people     
impacted.  Without  
everyone’s participation 
in packing, paying and 
praying, it would not 
have happened. THANK  
YOU!!!! 
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A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.               
Proverbs 17:17 January 2025 

Celebrations 

Directory updates?  

Please make sure your   
address and phone      

number are correct in our 
church directory. If they 
need updating please    

notify the church office 
ASAP as new directories 

will be printed soon!  

                      Birthday   Anniversary 

1-1 Jaxon Backus, Marissa Perez   

1-2 Quentin Martin, Galyn Lind, Abby Gillming, Elijah 
Adler 

Andrew & Molly Couto 

1-3 Chris Watts, Janice Miller   

1-4 Karen Decker   

1-5 Doris VanVleet Nate & Tiffany Murdoch 

1-6 Caleb Pape, Allie Ondrak Mike & Billy Jo Gregg 

Jordan & Riley Moncrief 
1-7 Rory Moncrief   

1-8 Charlene Jezbera, Joshua Pycha   

1-9 Alaynna Pedersen   

1-10 Zach Ondrak, Canon Harsch   

1-11 Tom Urbanek, Jeff Nordhues   

1-12     

1-13 Jessica Gall, Jason Hutsell, Bill Shaffer   

1-14 Troy Olson, Troy Peterson   

1-15 Jack Estes, Bill Peters, Jason Purdy   

1-16     

1-17 Sarah Danielson, Dean Chamberlin, Lauren Liljehorn, 

Benton Banning 

  

1-18   Roger & Lynda Francis 

1-19 Ali Flores   

1-20 Misty Lingle, Nancy Johnson Gangwish 

  

  

1-21 Julie Brooker   

1-22     

1-23 Mary Fitzke, Gabe Edwards   

1-24 Ken Martin, Briggs Schneringer   

1-25 Robin Hanson, Jim Voth, Lue Allan   

1-26 Heather Estes, Julie Stall 

D’Andre Ndugwa, Patty Mason, 

Solomon Stevens, Linda Peterson 

  

1-27     

1-28 Rose Hullinger   

1-29  Andrea Kotschwar   

1-30 Ryan Martin   

1-31 Matt Hutsell   
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Card List 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”   

Galatians 6:2  

Men’s Breakfast 
 

See you on January 18th 
at 7:30am in the Multi-

purpose Room!  
 

Contact William 
Bolen with         

questions or for 
more info! 

Next Steps Class 

Our first new member class of 2025 begins at 
8:30am on Sunday, January 26th in Saints Hall.  
This four week class will help you learn more 
about our church, our beliefs, our history and all 
we have to offer.  If you’re interested in becoming 
a member of our church, or just interested in 
learning more about us, please reach out to Pas-
tor Sean or fill out a Connection Card.   
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KFBC Staff 
 

Sean Dougherty, Senior Pastor Mark de Kluyver, Assoc. Pastor 
sdougherty@kearneyfb.org  mdekluyver@kearneyfb.org 
 
Jason Purdy, Youth Pastor  Mark Liljehorn, Worship Director 
jpurdy@kearneyfb.org  mliljehorn@kearneyfb.org 
 
Lori Reed, Office Manager  Doug Samuelson, Facility Manager 
Lreed@kearneyfb.org  dsamuelson@kearneyfb.org  
 
Jennifer Liljehorn, Business Manager 
jliljehorn@kearneyfb.org 
 
Scott Peace,  
Children’s Ministry 
Director 
speace@kearneyfb.org 
 

Kearney First Baptist 
3610 6th Avenue 

Kearney, NE 68845 
 

Phone: 308-234-2311 
 

E-mail: 
contact@kearneyfb.org 

 

 Searching for ways to  
give electronically?  

Scan here!  

Did you know… 

The calendar is also available to view on the church 
website? https://kearneyfb.org/calendar/ 


